
I’ve read what seems like a ”teen novel” by Nicola Morgan about a vulnerable and 
dramatic 18-year old girl called Mathilda. Mathilda is like every other normal teenager at 
her age, except she’s not quite normal. She suffers from a bad case of depression 
because of the loss of her younger brother which has left a big grief behind him and 
Mathilda claims her parents have dug deeply into it as well. To her, they’ve become very 
self centered and barely pays her any attention, so she searches for freedom and release 
by applying to work at a fruitfarm over the summer to earn some extra money and get 
away from everything. Together with her mates, John and Cally, they drive to the farm and  
are given rooms and schedules.

After a few days of fruitpicking, Mathilda discovers something unusal about the farm. On a 
hill, there’s a big greenhouse which only the staff members seems to stay at, not to 
mention all the members of the staff only wear light blue jeans and white t-shirts. She 
quickly decides to call them ”the beautiful people” because to her, they seem so pure, kind 
and just beautiful, there’s really no other way to put it. 

Now, since the book is basically telling us about old flashbacks, we are following both 
Mathilda’s story of the event but also an old man who’s been in the prison for 25 years 
called Peter, both have experienced the same thing but telling us two different stories. 

Eventually Mathilda gets drawn into a whole new cult the beautiful people has got going 
on. They feed her cake and mysterious tea which causes her to faint and hallucinate about 
her brother being an angel, constantly encouraging her to come to him. Every time she’s 
just about to touch him, she wakes up. What Mathilda doesn’t realize is that she’s being 
thrown into a dangerous religious cult and that she is being brainwashed and drugged in 
preparation for a mass suicide. The leader, Peter, consider himself being a type of Jesus 
and believe that the massmurder is like a sacrifice to God, and that God will save their 
souls.

Now, twentyfive years has passed and Peter is about to get released from prison. The only 
question now is: would he be foolish enough to do it all over again?
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